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THE CUBAN SLAVE CODE. 
(Concluded from page 74.) 


ArticLeE XXXIV. 


No master shall refuse to coartar his slaves, provided they give 
him at least fifty dollars on account of their value. 


ArtTiIcLE XXXYV. 


The slaves who are coartados shall not be sold at a higher price 
than that which may have been put upon them at their last coar- 
tacion, and with this condition they shall pass from purchaser to 
purchaser. 

Notwithstanding, if the slave wishes to be sold against the will of 
his master without a just motive for it, or should, by his ill beha- 
viour, give occasion for the transfer, the master may augment the 
coartacion by the expenses of the impost, and fees for papers in- 


curred by the sale. 
Articte XXXVI. 


The benefits of the coartacion being of a personal character, the 
children of the mothers who may be coartadas shall not enjoy the 
benefits of it, and so may be sold as other entire slaves. 


The coartacion of a slave signifies, in consideration of certain advances 
made by him, permission to procure his redemption for a certain fixed 
sum ; and, if the slave works out, to pay his master so much less wages 
in proportion to the sum he has already paid. Sometimes slaves are left 
coartados by will. 

The design of the law of coartacion is excellent ; but in practice it can 
scarcely ever be enforced, without the spontaneous assent of the slave- 
owner. The money value of the slave being fixed, and a certain portion 
of it paid, the master is bound to accept one rial a day for every hundred 
dollars of the remainder of such ascertained value, and also to submit to 
a proportional diminution of this daily stipend on the tender of any fur- 
ther sum of not less than fifty dollars. — 

Articte XXXVII. 


The owners shall give liberty to their slaves at the moment in 
which they deliver to them the price of their valuation legitimately 
acquired, which, in case of disagreement between the parties inte- 
rested, shall be fixed by competent persons, one named by the 
master, or, should he fail to do so, by the justice, the other chosen 
by the Procurator Syndic, on the representation of the slave ; and 
a third named by the justice, in case of dispute. 

There are practical difficulties in the way of a slave attempting to en- 
force his redemption, under this article, so great, as to make it all but 
impossible to effect it without his master’s consent. 


Articte XXXVIII. 

The slave who shall discover any conspiracy contrived by others 
of his class, or by free persons, for the purpose of subverting 
pullic order, shall be manumitted, and shall moreover receive a 
reward of five hundred dollars. 

If the informers be many in number, and should present them- 
selves at the same time to give information, or in a manner that 
cannot leave the least doubt that the last informer or informers who 
present themselves were pra | ignorant that the oomapieaty had 
already been denounced, all shall gain their liberty, and shall divide 
the five hundred dollars of the assigned reward amongst them. 

When the object of the information is to reveal a plot or project 
of a slave or free man against the owner, his wife, children, or 
parents, manager or overseer of the estate, it is recommended to 
the owner to act with generosity towards such slave or slaves, who 
have so well fulfilled the duties of good and faithful servants, in 
order to furnish stimulants to loyalty. 


ArtTicLe XXXIX. 


The price of manumission, and the reward referred to in the first 
paragraph of the preceding article, shall be paid out of the fund 
which is to be formed from the fines which are levied for the in- 
fraction of these regulations, or any others which accrue to the 
Government. 

The inducements here held out for the detection of latent conspiracies 
are the natural fruit of the system, and need no observation. 


Arricite XL. 

The slaves will acquire their liberty when it may be bequeathed 
to them by will, or in any other legal manner, proceeding from an 
honest or laudable motive. 

This is a mere declaration of an obvious legal right. 

Articite XLI. 


The slaves are obliged to respect and obey, as fathers of the 
family, their owners, managers, overseers, and other superiors, and 
to fulfil the tasks and labours which may be appointed them; and 
whosoever fails in any of these duties may be, and ought to be, 
punished correctionally by the chief of the estate, according to the 








quality of the defect or excess, by imprisonment, irons, chain, or 
stocks, in which last they shall be confined by the feet, and never 
by the head; or with stripes, the number of which shall not exceed 
twenty-five. 

The power of torture and punishment conferred by this article is prac- 
tically unlimited ; insomuch that instances are not by any means rare 
where fatal consequences ensue. There is no limitation to the time of 
imprisonment, nor any specification of the place of confinement, nor of 
the food or attention the slave shall receive when there. There is no 
limitation to the weight of irons or chains that may be placed on a slave, 
nor of the time they may be kept on; nor any specification of the nature 
of the stocks to be used for confining them, provided the head be not 
confined in them. And with respect to the number of stripes allowed to 
be inflicted, it is not said what instrument shall be used, nor whether it 
may not be repeated at intervals for the same offence; so that the power 


is all but absolute. 
ArticLe XLII. 


When the slaves commit crimes of a serious character, or any 
offence for the punishment or correction of which the penalties 
spoken of in the preceding article shall be insufficient, they shall be 
secured and brought before the Justice, in order that with audience 
of their master, should he not deliver them up to condemnation, or 
with audience of the Procurator Syndic, if he should deliver them, 
or should not desire to prosecute, he may proceed to do what may 
be proper; but in case the owner may not have delivered up the 
slave to prosecution, and he should be condemned in damages and 
fines to a third party, the master shall be responsible, without pre- 
judice, however, that to the slave delinquent may be applied the 
corporeal or other punishment which the offence may merit. 


In this article it will be seen that the rights and interests of the slave 
are entirely overlooked. 
Aericre XLIII. 


Only the owners, managers, or overseers shall be competent to 
chastise the slaves correctionally, and that with moderation, and 
with the punishments provided. Any other person who shall do 
so, without the express order of the master, or contrary to his will, 
or shall cause any other injury or damage to the slave or slaves, 
shall incur such punishment as the laws in reference to the case 
provide, at the instance of the owner, or, in his failure, at the in- 
stance of the Procurator Syndic, as — of slaves; unless the 
offence should be of the number of those which it belongs to public 
justice to avenge. ‘ 

This restriction of the power of punishment is evidently framed in the 
interest and for the exclusive benefit of the master. 

Articte XLIV. 


The owner, or person in charge of the estate, who may neglect 
to fulfil, or who may infringe any of the articles contained in this 
statute, shall be condemned, for the first offence, in the fine of from 
twenty to fifty dollars; for the second, from forty to one hundred ; 
and for the third, from eighty to two hundred, according to the 
importance of the article infringed. 


ArticLe XLV. 


The fines shall be paid by the owner of the estate, or by the | 


person who may be guilty of the omission or infraction; and in 
case of being unable to pay, he shall suffer one day’s imprisonment 
for every dollar of the fine. 


ArticteE XLVI. 

If the offences of the owners, or of those charged with the go- 
vernment of the slaves, shall be of the character of excess in cor- 
rectional punishments, causing the slaves serious contusions, wounds, 
mutilation of a member, or other grievous hurt; besides the pecu- 
niary fines cited, the person causing the injury shall be proceeded 
against at the instance of the Procurator Syndic, or of the office 
for imposing the penalty corresponding to the offence committed ; 
and the owner shall be obliged to sell the slave, if he remain fit for 
work, or to give him his liberty, if disabled, and to contribute for 
his support, during his lifetime, the daily allowance which the jus- 
tice may appoint for maintenance and clothing, which shall be paid 
for some months in advance. : 


It is very seldom indeed, when the punishment of a slave has resulted 
in mutilation, or even death, that these trifling pecuniary penalties can be 


legally enforced. 
Articte XLVII. 


The fines shall be applied in the following manner; viz., one- 
third of their amount to the Justice or Pedaneo (captain of the 
district) who im them, and the two remaining parts to the 


fund which is to be formed in the political government of each dis- 
trict for the cases treated of ‘in the 38th article; to which end -t 

shall be delivered under a receipt to the secretary of such govern- 
ment. 
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Articre XLVIII. 


Phe Lieutenant-Governors, Justices, and Ped&ness shall take 
for the punctual observanee of these oat and shall be 
hell for their omission or 


, P The venality of all Spanish functionaries is so notorious and universal, 


: as to afford a ready means of evading any pecuniary penalty to which a 
& slave-owner may subject himself. 


Such is the revised edition of the celebrated Spanish slave-code, 
which went into operation on the Ist of January this year. Our 
; readers will be at no loss in forming a correct opinion of its true 
character, We now call their attention to the Circular of the Cap- 
tain-General which accompanies it, where the hope of the slave is 
page: bag any benefit which might have accrued to him from 
the faithful administration of some of its parts is completely pre- 
vented :— 

CrrcuLar. 

On directing to you for your execution and fulfilment, in that which 
concerns you, the governmental and police proclamation which I have 
deemed it convenient to dictate and publish, it is my duty to advise you, 
in reference to the slave regulations, that the 48th Article does not au- 
thorize the authorities, justices, or ped4neos, to introduce themselves on 
the estates, nor into the domestic management of the slaves, nor in any 
kind of inquiry, direct or indirect, excepting only for the purpose of 
reporting to this superior political Government any infraction which may 
come under the notice of the said authorities, or ped4neos, as of notoriety, 
or to impose the fines, after this Government shall be instructed by legal 
and secure means that any infraction has taken place. 

The which I communicate to you for your information and guidance in 
execution. 

God preserve you many years, 


GERoNtMO VALDES. 
Habana, 14th November, 1842. 


The proclamation of the Captain-General, by which a legal 
sanction is apparently given to this re-enactment of the Spanish 
slave-code, contains such a limitation of the powers of the local 
functionaries, to whom its execution is nominally entrusted, as to 
deprive it of all efficiency in the protection of the rights of the 
oppressed. It is only when the delinquencies of the master have 
reached the point of ‘‘ notoriety” that the local magistrate is author- 
ized to interfere; and then only by transmitting, at great risk to 
himself, an information or complaint to the Captain-General, who 
reserves to himself exclusively the power of inflicting fines on the 
slave-owner for the injuries phn the slave. is extraordi- 
modification, therefore, has reduced the slave population of 
Cuba to a more helpless condition than that in which they stood 
f before the promulgation of the present law. 





NEGRO REVOLT IN CUBA. 


One of those dreadful affairs of which the history of slave-holding 
countries furnish so many examples,—a negro insurrection,—has 
j recently taken place in the island of Cuba. lt appears, however, 
to have been confined to a single district, and limited to compara- 
tively few slaves. Against an armed force, and regularly disciplined 
troops, of course these wretched beings could not stand, and the 
result has followed,—they have been put down at a fearful 
cost of life, to be followed, in the case of the survivors, by a death 
of torture, or a life of unbearable wretchedness. But although the 
revolt has been put down, the cause which led to it has not: slavery 
still remains, with all its horrible incidents; and until that be termi- 
nated, insurrections will break out, spreading alarm and terror in 
; every direction. How different is the state of the British colonies 
. at the present moment. The tranquillity which reigns is universal ; 
J the peaceful and orderly conduct of the negroes is admirable ; and 
it may be said that the dread of revolt passed away with the advent 
of freedom. It is probable that in no part of the world are the 
_ Tights of persons and of oop std more respected than in the Bri- 
ish colonies ; and certainly a more loyal and devoted body of men 
than the emancipated slaves are not to be found within the limits of 
the British empire. 

We have been favoured with the following documents, which 
will show the nature and extent of the late revolt, and the conse- 
quences which have ensued. When we obtain the information 

romised as to the fate of the survivors, we shall lay the same be- 
‘5 our readers :— 
. Havana, April 6, 1843. 
On the 28th day of last month the pro-slav art (the large majori 
a of in tithableests of this ty wore mack slaraes at i aie Precinct 
4 at mid-day, of four my om of the regiment of Isabel II., and 100 

lancers, in consequence of an insurrection of the negroes of the town of 

Cardenas, and of seven sugar plantations in the immediate vicinity of that 
town. I awaited with deep anxiety the result of this proceeding; when 
on the 29th ult., in the morning, there a ed in the columns of the 
Diario the document marked No. I., which I have cut out of the paper. 








th 
The sudden and premature revolt of these unfortunate and misguided 
slaves is to be attributed to the exasperated state of the feelings of several 
a The murders committed on the wretched victims by the soldiers, and 
by the white inhabitants of the country with their dogs, have been dread- 





a 


fal. Up to the tt moment we have heard of seventy murders, and 
no doubt we soon hear of many more. 
By the next I hope to be able to send the sentence 


pro- 
nounced by the Commission against the unfortunate José Mitchel 
and his companions. It has been sent to the Captain-General for his 
sanction ; but his Excellency, according to custom, has submitted it to 
the opinion of the Auditor de Guerra (Military Judge.) 








q 
q 
4q 


No. L. 


By order of His Excellency the Captain-Generdl, the following official 
despatch, relative to the occurrences at Bemba and Cimarones, is pub- 
_ in this paper for the information of the faithful inhabitants of the 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE CAPTAIN-GENERAL, ETC., ETC. 


Most Excellent Sir,—-In conformity with my communications of yes- 
terday, addressed to your Excellency, I commenced my march, with the 
troops under my command, at about 11 o'clock at night, and at seven 
this morning we arrived at El Coliseo, distant twenty-four from Matan- 
zas. From El Coliseo, I proceeded on to this place with two companies 
of the regiment of Corona, passing through Cimarones on my way. 

In this short space of time, of which I have taken every advantage 
without resting a single moment, I have discovered that the want of 
a proper understanding among the local authorities, and the frightful 
appearances of the insurrection on the plantations La Alcancia y La 
Luisa, accompanied by the negroes of the railroad of Cardenas, had 
caused the greatest disorder, and had obliged all the white families of 
the different plantations to fly to Cardenas for safety. Fortunately, how- 
ever, the insurrection is in a state of anarchy and confusion, and for this 
reason I may venture to assure your Excellency thet it will soon ter- 
minate. 

Besides the great loss of property, by fire, on five sugar plantations, 
four white persons have been killed and two severely wounded, but many 
negroes have been shot, and as many more hung by the white inhabi- 
tants and soldiery, a detailed account of which I cannot possibly trans- 
mit to your Excellency by this conveyance. 

I am at this moment giving orders for the pursuit of the fugitives, 
and hope to re-establish peace and order. All which I communicate 
to your Excellency until further details. God preserve your Excel- 
lency many years. - 

Antonio Garcia ONaA. 

Bemba, March 28, 1843. 

(A true Copy.) Francisco Garnica, Secretary. 


No. II. 
By order of his Excellency the Captain-General the following official 


despatch, relative to the occurrences at Bemba and Cimarones, is pub- 
lished in this paper for the information of the public. 
(Political and Military Government of Matanzas.) 
TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL, &C. &C. 

Most Excellent Sir,—I have just received your Excellency’s despatch, 
brought by the steamer of war Regente, and in answer beg leave to ac- 
quaint your Excellency, that the insurrection of the at Cimarones 
being completely quelled, I have considered it advisable to send back the 
steamer with the troops. 

The Brigadier, Garcia Ona, remains at Bemba; the two companies of 
the regiment of Corona are in El Coliseo; the first company of the same 
regiment in Cardenas ; and the inhabitants of all the district, who had 
ed for safety, have returned to their homes and to their agricultural 

God preserve your Excellency many years. 

Fuieencio Saxas, Colonel. 

Matanzas, March 29, 1843. 

P.S. The steamer Cisne arrived to-day, between eleven and twelve 
o’clock, from Cardenas. I have spoken to one of the passengers, by 
whom I am informed that nothing new had occurred there previous to his 
leaving ; that tranquillity prevailed ; and that the inhabitants were released 
from their fears on the arrival of the company which were landed there by 
the Cisne. % 

It is now late at night, and every thing is quiet in this city. 

(A true Copy.) Francisco Garnica, Secretary. 


THE TENTH ARTICLE OF THE WASHINGTON 
TREATY. 


WE had expected that the Bill for giving effect to the extradition 
article of the Washington Treaty would have been brought under 
the attention of the British legislature before this. Why it has 
been so long delayed we are unable to conceive, unless, which we 
hope will be found to be the case, that Government wish to frame 
it so as to reconcile the rights of humanity with the objects sought 
to be attained by the stipulation. We must confess that we begin 
to feel anxious at the delay, lest it should be brought on at a time 
when Parliament, wearied with public business, shall be on the eve 
of breaking up, and the measure not receive that attention which 
its vast importance demands. 

The following admirable document expresses the views of the 
Committee of the Liverpool Anti-Slavery Society, and as such we 
feel great pleasure in giving it a place in our columns. It has, we 
believe, been well circulated in influential quarters, and has been 
followed up by a Memorial to the Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, 
and by a Petition to the House of Commons, in accordance there- 
with. We could have wished that our friends at Liverpool had de- 
cided upon a similar petition to the House of Lords, as it is now 
understood that the Bill will be first discussed in that House :— 


At a Meeting of the Committee of the Liverpool Anti-Slavery Society, 
held on Tuesday morning, the 11th inst., the President in the Chair, 
the tenth article of the Treaty signed by the Plenipotentiaries of Great 
Britain and the United States at Washington, on the 9th of August, 
1842, was read :— 


“It is agreed that her Britannic Majesty and the United States shall, 
by mutual brarerag A them or their ministers, officers, or authori- 
, Tespecti made, deliver up to justice all persons who, being charged 
with the crime of murder, or eet with intent to commit murder, or 
piracy, or arson, or robbery, or forgery, or the utterance of forged papers, 
committed within the j of either, shall seek an asylum, or shall 
be found within the territories of the other: provided that this shall only 
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be done upon such evidence of criminality as, according to the laws of 
the place where the fugitive or person so charged shall be found, would 
justify his apprehension and commitment for trial, if the crime or offence 
had there been committed; and the respective judges and other magis- 
trates of the two Governments shall have power, jurisdiction, and autho- 
rity, upon complaint made under oath, to issue a warrant for the appre- 
hension of the fugitive or person so charged, that he may be brought 
before such judges or other magistrates, respectively, to the end that the 
evidence of criminality may be heard and considered; and if, on such 

, the evidence be deemed sufficient to sustain the charge, it shall 
be the duty of the examining judge or magistrate to certify the same to 
the proper executive authority, that a warrant may issue for the surrender 
of such fugitive. The expense of such apprehension and delivery shall 
be borne and defrayed by the party who makes the requisition and re- 
ceives the fugitive.” 

In article XI. it is provided, ‘‘ The tenth article shall continue in force 
until one or the other of the parties shall signify its wish to terminate 
it, and no longer.’’ 

The attention of the Committee was drawn to the dangerous conse- 

mences likely to result from the operation of the said article, to the 
fugitive slaves who had obtained or may hereafter seek an asylum in 
the possessions of the British Crown, and 


It was unanimously resolved, 

1. That the British law recognises no right of property in man, and 
declares the slave free so soon as he touches British ground. 

That the right of the fugitive slave to personal freedom is, according 
to the avowal of the American Minister, only a territorial right, which 
consequently ceases whenever he again sets foot on American ground : 

That such fugitive slave when carried under accusation into the state 
whence he fled, is no longer in the position of a free man under similar 
accusation : 

That, consequently, he will be reduced to the condition of a slave 
under such an accusation; that he will be dealt with as though he had 
never gained the right to freedom, which has been conceded to him under 
British protection ; and that he will be denied all the advantages of a free 
trial 


2. That it is inconsistent with British law, that the British Govern- 
ment should become a party to depriving a man of that personal freedom 
which he has acquired within its territory : 

That there is inevitable danger of such free man, when transported 
from the British soil to the United States, under criminal charge, being 
stripped of his freedom : 

t it therefore becomes the duty of the British Government, in all 
arrangements for the surrender of such accused fugitives, to provide that 
the men whom it has declared absolutely free, should not be again en- 
slaved : 

That, to attain this object, it appears essential to demand some ade- 
quate security, that an accused party, if acquitted, shall be immediately 
reinstated within the British territory whence he has been taken; that he 
may possess unimpaired all the rights he has there obtained: And, 

That when a guilty party has been subjected to any punishment short 
of death, he shall, at the termination of the same, be restored to freedom 
on British ground, as in the former case. 

To the principles embodied in these resolutions the Committee ear- 
nestly direct the attention of every philanthropist and patriot. They 
are the principles of immutable justice, and they possess the sanction of 
British law. The people of this country, to remove for ever from their 


- dominions the crime of slavery, sacrificed TWENTY MILLIONS 


sterling. They have a right to demand that the sacred integrity of their 
soil, in every quarter of the globe, as a refuge to the slave, shall be pre- 
served inviolate ; and that the liberty there once acquired shall be his 
perpetual and secure inheritance. 

That it is threatened by the tenth article of this treaty can be doubted 
by none who are in the least degree acquainted with the nature of the 
slave system, or with the spirit of the slave-holders. 

But the reservation of Lord Ashburton, with reference to this article, 
affords the opportunity of averting the evil. The English Ambassador 
informed the American Minister in an official note, of the 9th of 
August, 1842, that the ‘‘ agreement for the reciprocal delivery, in cer- 
tain cases of criminals fugitive from justice,—can have no legal effect 
within the dominions of Great Britain, until confirmed by Act of Par- 
liament.’’ It is a matter of paramount importance, of pressing neces- 
sity, that some distinct and positive stipulations should be introduced 
into any Act which shall be passed confirmatory of the said article, 
whereby the freedom of all persons who may be surrendered under its 
terms, may be bond fide secured. Those provisions must be of such 
force as will prevent the unconditional surrender of an accused fugitive 
slave ; and provide for the freedom of all such persons as shall, on trial, 
be acquitted, or after conviction, be subjected to a terminable impri- 
sonment, whether for a longer or shorter period of time. 

The Committee rest their appeal to the Parliament and the Govern- 
ment of the country on the unalterable dictates of justice, as well as 
on the claims of hnmapity. They ask no concessions on the ground of 
expediency or policy: their demand is for equal rights among all whom 
British law declares equally free. 

Joun Cropper, Jun., President. 
Witiiam Bevan, Secretary. 
Liverpool, April 14, 1843. 





EMANCIPATION IN THE FRENCH COLONIES. 
(From the Times of May 29th.) 


Tue abolition of slavery within the dominions of the British Crown was 
the direct object and the immediate consequence of the act of Parliament 
which, in the year 1834, introduced that great revolution in the social 
condition of our colonies ; but as, on the one hand, the sacrifices by which 
the mother country and our colonial dependencies shook off the curse of 
slavery, and the chattels of the planter to the dignity of men and 
the duties of citizens, have not been confined to the bare expenditure of 
20,000,000/. of money, but have involved difficulties which may at times 


: have seemed to threaten the very existence of our sugar colonies; so, on 








the other hand, the results of that measure are not confined to a mere tri- 
umph of humanity, or a mere act of national beneficence, but they will 
infallibly bring about changes of the utmost political importance, not 
only with relation to the power and prosperity of our own colonies, but 
likewise to the institutions of all those states in which slavery still exists. 
Without mip Bogor or uncalled-for spirit of proselytism on our part, 
the simple fact that, throughout the wide possessions of plow 


- vast population of ignorant negro slaves has been 


y 

into an industrious and loyal peasantry, s loudly to the world. The 
religious zeal which prompted and this change may be less ener- 
getic in other countries,—the prejudices or interests to be surmounted 
may be even stronger, but the dangers of maintaining the institution of 
slavery are the same everywhere; everywhere political considerations of 
the first order point to the inevitable necessity of final abolition; and 
whether the result be accomplished by the violence which freed St. Do- 
mingo, or by the prudence which liberated the slaves of the British colq- 
nies, we are intimately convinced that, at no very distant period, the cauge 
of freedom and of good policy will universally prevail. 

The public in this country are naturally disposed to watch, with pecu- 
liar interest, the progress of ideas which have been advocated with so much 
zeal, and practised with so much sincerity, amongst ourselves. It is not, 
therefore, unfitting that we should inquire into the nature and extent of 
the new power which the emancipation of our negro population has placed 
in our hands; and we may safely revert to the report of the French Com- 
mission for the Abolition of Slavery, in which the Duke de Broglie has 
treated these points with great openness and judgment. 

‘* France,”’ says the noble reporter of that commission, “ is not the 
first maritime power, but she is the second. It concerns her to have, in 
time of war, stations well fortified, in which French vessels may take re- 
fuge from stress of weather, or may be supported, in case of need, against 
superior forces. Without colonies our stations and our cruisers must be 
always in jeopardy. Our colonies, situated either at the entrance of the 
Caribbean Gulf, or on the high road to the East Indies, are eminently fitted 
to contribute to the success of our arms. But in order that these colonies 
should, in time of war, discharge all the functions assigned to them by 
their geographical position, it is not enough to fortify them without, they 
must be pacified within. Henceforward, to maintain slavery is to risk 
the loss of them. Now that slaveryis abolished in all the adjacent colo- 
nies, in case of a war with England, the first cannon shot would be a signal 
of revolt to the slave population of Martinique, Bourbon, Guiana, and 
Guadaloupe. If this signal was accompanied by vigorous measures, by 
the appearance of a numerous squadron, and by the landing of black re- 
giments, bearing the standard of freedom, what would happen? The 
colonial assemblies have not even dared to look this formidable contin- 
gency in the face. But, in our opinion, in case of a war with England, 
one of two things would inevitably oceur ; either the colonies would be lost 
to France, because it would be impossible to restrain a slave population 
twice, thrice, or four times as strong as the free population, and to repel 
the enemy at the same time; or the French Government would antici- 
pate the danger by hastening to liberate the slave population ; and then 
the work of emancipation would be sudden, precipitate, and unaccompa- 
nied by those indispensable preparations and precautions which we pro- 
pose. Is it not wiser to begin the work gradually, and to use time in- 
stead of wasting it ?’’ 

We pass over, with regret, observations not less striking than these, 
on the moral effect produced by the example of Great Britain, and the 
discussion of the question of emancipation, upon the minds of the slaves 
in the French colonies. In every island of the Western seas the idea 


‘has already dawned upon the negro that his present condition is a tem- 


porary one, and that, sooner or later, his chains will be struck off. In 
this hope the slaves are tranquil and obedient ; but already it is to the 
prospeet of futuré liberation that the principle of authority owes its pre- 
sent strength. 

‘The greatest danger, however, to the French colonies, is the facility 
of escape. Martinique is only eight leagues from St. Lucia, formerly a 
colony of France, and twelve leagues from Dominica, a possession of a 
similar origin. Guadaloupe is only eleven leagues from Dominica, and 
eight from Antigua. A good wind, a dark night, and the poorest craft, are 
sufficient to protect the flight of a whole or part of a gang. Bourbon is 
only thirty-five leagues from the Mauritius. Guiana is a continental terri- 
tory, whose confines are inhabited by the blacks of Surinam, in complete 
independence.”’ 

The tendency to escape from the French colonies to the British islands 
began in 1834, though it was checked at that period by the state in which 
the fugitives found their negro brethren under the system of apprentice- 
ship. But, according to the latest accounts, it has recommenced with the 
greatest activity since the present condition of the blacks in the British 
colonies has become known. The demand for free labour, which is strong 
enough to attract immigration from the more distant parts of the globe 
to the British islands, exerts a far more direct and powerful attraction on 
negroes who have only to cross a channel less wide than the straits of 
Dover, in order to exchange the condition of slaves for that of well-paid 
free labourers. It appears by a report from the Procureur-General of 
Guadaloupe, that in the Swedish island of St. Bartholomew’s, aided by 
the small British island of Anguilla, a central office has been established 
for the encouragement and protection of fugitive slaves, in which a register 
is systematically kept of the place of their former captivity and of their 
destination. It is admitted by the French commission, and by the 
planters themselves, that the French colonies cannot be kept in a state of 
blockade. The British Government, even if it were so disposed, would 
be totally unable to check this mode of immigration; for, on the arrival 
of the blacks on British soil, they are, to all intents and purposes, free; 
and the spirit of speculation, enlisted for once in the cause of humanity, 
will lend its powerful assistance to drain the slave-holding colonies of 
their most valuable labouring inhabitants. These considerations leave 
the French Government and the French colonies no choice, if they mean 
to defend those possessions in war and to cultivate them in peace, The 
same causes are operating on the slave-holding possessions of other states, 
and it is understood that Denmark is preparing to follow the example of 
Great Britain. We doubt not that in Cuba the same influences are felt 
and feared, whilst in the United States of America the magnitude of the 
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evil and of the danger is such as to predominate, though in secret, over 
the internal and external policy of the entire union. 
France, however, is more y called upon to proceed in this work. 
The effect of the late discussions on the right of search in the Chamber of 
Deputies has been to encourage an opinion in the colonies and in Brazil, 
that France was about to desist from her opposition to the slave trade, 
and to lend herself to the defence of slavery. At Rio Janeiro the traders 
in negroes were already preparing to avail themselves of the French flag ; 
and we are informed that certain planters in the island of Bourbon have 
even presumed so far as to memorialize the French Government for per- 
mission to import 3,000 negroes from the coast of Africa under convoy ! 


_We are sorry to say that the vigilance and activity of the French cruisers 


ged in this most honourable and important service are not calculated 
to check the slave trade under their own or any other flag. Unless, then, 
France is prepared to endure the ignominy of reviving and protecting 
those horrors which all the other great powers are striving to put down, 
she cannot but be roused to take the most decided measure for abolishing 
slavery within her dominions. The great mass of the French nation are 
less acquainted with the details of this subject, and less interested in the 
wefare of colonies, than the people of England; but they are not insen- 
sible or indifferent to the claims of honour and humanity. By those 
claims, no less than by the necessity of the position in which the colonies 
of slave-holding states now stand, we call upon France to unite with us 
in this work, and to share the influence which even the dependencies of 
a free people acquire over a Government struggling in defence of the evils 
of slavery. On the 7th of March, 1841, M. Guizot said in the Chamber, 
that the commission (which has now just completed its report,) ‘‘ would 
have two great questions to examine—the mode of arriving at the abolition 
of slavery, and the manner in which the economical and administrative 
system of the colonies ought to be connected with the abolition of slavery. 
The commission is continuing its labours; and it is the intention of the 
Cabinet to give effect to them. When its work is finished, the Govern- 
ment will take a resolution on these two questions, which will be effectual.”’ 
This pledge ought not to remain unfulfilled. 
rrr 

NOTICES. 


THE ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER is an Evening Paper, 
published on alternate Wednesdays, and may be had of all News-venders 
throughout the country. Price 4d., or 8s. 8d. per annum. 

Subscriptions and Donations to the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society should be forwarded to the Treasurer (G. W. Alexander, Esq.) 
at the Society’s Office, 27, New Broad-street, London. 

All Communication for the Editor of the Anti-Slavery Reporter must 
be sent to the Office of the Society, as above. 





FUNDS. 

Tue Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society beg 
very earnestly and respectfully to call the attention of their friends to 
the subject of Funds, and to urge upon them the necessity of liberal 
contributions in aid of the great objects the Society has in view. Thef 
‘would especially remind them of the additional heavy expenses which will 
necessarily attend the forthcoming Convention, and beg to suggest the 
propriety of a distinct subscription to meet the same. Those friends 
who have collecting books will have the kindness to forward any such 
sums as they may have collected, as early as convenient. Donations and 
subscriptions are received by the treasurer, G. W. Alexander, Esq., at 
the office of the Society, No. 27, New Broad-street, London. 


The Anti-Slaberp Reporter, 


LONDON, MAY 31, 1843. 


GENERAL ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION. 

WE are requested to intimate to the Anti-Slavery body gener- 
ally throughout Great Britain and Ireland, that the Committee 
of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society have completed 
all the necessary arrangements previous to the holding of the 











Anti-Slavery Convention; and have now to announce that the 
tickets for admission of delegates who have been nominated thereto, — 


are ready for delivery at the Society’s Offices, 27, New Broad- 
street. Each delegate will be entitled to introduce a lady, for 
whom also a ticket of admission has been prepared. Ladies, 
members of Anti-Slavery Associations, will also be accommo- 
dated with tickets on application to the Committee. 

The sittings of the Convention will commence at 10 o’clock on 
Tuesday morning, the 13th June next, at Freemasons’ Hall, Great 
Queen-street, London. The venerable Thomas Clarkson has con- 
sented to become its President. 

Societies which have not yet nominated Delegates are urgently 
and respectfully called upon to do so within the next ten days, that 
the tickets of admission to the Convention may be prepared pre- 
viously to their arrival in town. : 

Any gentlemen from Foreign Countries, sympathising with the 
objects contemplated by the Convention, and desiring to be present, 
can be furnished with a Visitor's ticket, either by application to the 
Committee, or through the introduction of any Delegate who may 
be appointed. : 

We need not remind our friends of the importance of a large and 
punctual attendance, on the first day of the Convention. 





Sussequent yr to the publication of the last number ofthe’ Re- 
porter, we have been favoured with a copy of the eighth Report of the 
Glasgow Emancipation Society, and learn, for the first time, the opinion 
of its Committee on the important question of African emigration to 
the West Indies! That opinion is not altogether in harmony with 
our own. At this, however, we are not surprised, for the question 
is a complicated one, presenting itself under various aspects. 
Viewed solely as a means of extending cultivation, or of reducin 
its cost within reasonable limits, it is perfectly unobjectionable, an 
might be approved. Viewed as the means of conferring advantages 
on the emigrants, without inflicting injuries on those with whom 
they might be brought into contact and competition, the scheme 
might not only be approved, but should be encouraged. Viewed, 
still further, as not only benefiting the capitalist, without unfairly 
trenching upon the welfare of the Creole labourer, but as an instru- 
ment for destroying one of the greatest evils which ever afflicted 
mankind or disgraced the world—the slave-trade,—it demands not 
merely a cold approval and a faint encouragement, but the highest 
commendation and the heartiest support. It is not, therefore, be- 
cause we are in principle opposed to African emigration to the 
British colonies; it is not that we demur to the extension of culti- 
vation in the British colonies, or to the reduction of exorbitant 
wages ; it is not that we desire to protect the emancipated labourer 
at the cost of his employer; much less because we would impede 
the elevation of the native African, the extinction of the slave- 
trade, and the civilization of Africa, that we have felt it to be our 
duty to oppose African emigration to the West Indies; but because 
we are satisfied, first, that beyond the British settlements on the 
western coast of Africa such emigration cannot be free; and, se- 
condly, because it offers a precedent to slave-holding countries, 
which they will not be slow to follow, to obtain African labourers 
under the plea of making them free, when it must be obvious, that, 
whilst slavery exists in such countries, they would either merge 
into the general slave population, or be held on such terms as would 
be tantamount to slavery; and, thirdly, that out of this state of 
things would infallibly rise a new slave-trade, not subject to the 
treaties which now exist, and which would be of so insidious a cha- 
racter as to baffle all our endeavours to suppress it. 

Neither our Glasgow friends, nor the Colonial Gazette, which 
they appear to quote approvingly, have grappled with these points ; 
and we take the liberty of stating it as our conviction, that until 
they are disposed of, no scheme of emigration from Africa, how- 
ever benevolent its object or useful its design, can be properly or 
usefully discussed. 

With respect to the Governmental scheme, with all its guarantees 
and limitations, the Colonial Gazette is almost as much opposed to 
it as ourselves, and, substantially, for the same reason. The fol- 
lowing quotation, taken from its number of the 18th January last, 
will show this. We commend it to the serious attention of our 
Glasgow friends :— 

‘* But here comes another difficulty. Supposing all opposition to b 
overcome for a while, and the plan to work well for its small object, what 
is there to prevent other nations from really establishing a new slave- 
trade, under colour of following the example set by England? If we 
merely send to Africa for negroes, in order merely to furnish our planters 
with labour ; if our measure should not go beyond supplying the plantefs’ 
want of labourers by means of a mere substitute for slavery, (and this is 
the utmost scope of the plan, as settled between Lord Stanley and his 
correspondents,) with what face shall we forbid the Brazilians or the 
planters in Cuba to supply a similar want in the same way? If we said 
to them, ‘ You shall not do this while you preserve slavery,’ they would 
answer, ‘ We preserve the slavery of those who are in bondage, but our 
immigrants will be as free as yours.’ The difference, in short, between our 
proceeding and theirs would not be sufficiently marked to justify us in 
stopping theirs while our own continued. It would not be enough for us 
to contend, that because we alone had abolished slavery, we alone were 
justified in promoting free emigration. At the best, there would be per- 
petual quarrelling with foreign nations on a new question; but, in all 
probability, the result would be the stoppage of our African emigration 
by the authority which had set it on foot, in order to remove the subject 
of dispute. A new Colonial Minister, if opinion here demanded such a 
change, would overturn Lord Stanley’s measure with as little ceremony 
as the latter has deemed necessary in constructing and announcing it. 
This consideration should weigh with Lord Stanley himself, and with 
those who desire nothing more than the benefit to themselves which his 
scheme is calculated to produce. In its present form, the measure can- 
not last. It is made to crumble from internal defects, if it should not be 
battered to pieces by assaults from without.”’ 


We do not think it necessary on the present occasion to pursue 
the subject further. It may come up again for discussion, for we 
do not believe that the plan of the Government will realise the ex- 
pectations of the West India planters, or be attended with the 
advantages anticipated to result from it, and that it must either be 
extended further, or abandoned as too costly an experiment to be 
continued. 





WE have at length been enabled to present to our readers the 
Spanish slave code, which went into operation, in the island of 
Cuba, on the first day of the present year. Whatever opinions 
may have been heretofore entertained of the mildness of the 
Spanish law regulating the condition of slaves, it must have been 
thoroughly dissipated by the perusal of the articles of the present 
code. To designate it asa co Pgs of injustice and inhumanity 
is to speak of it in terms too mild; it is impious, be ere 
cruel, and could we suppose that it originated with the Spanish 
Government, or was likely to receive its sanction, there are no terms 
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too strong in which we should denounce that Government as utterly 
unworthy of holding the position which it occupies at the head of 
a great nation. But we trust it has not so greatly debased itself, 
and that it will feel it to be its duty before the civilized world to 
repudiate so atrocious a piece of legislation. May we not hope 
that the eloquent Arguelles, the high-minded Marliani, and those 
asec to whom their country owes its present constitution and 
iberty, and, we trust, its future peace, security, and prosperity,— 
may we not hope that they will enter their protest against a 
law which crushes our common humanity, violates the great prin- 
ciples of Spanish freedom, and sets aside the Divine law itself ? 
We trust their voices will be heard in the Cortes of the nation 
in behalf of all that is precious in human rights, and sacred 
in human nature. They cannot be discharged from this duty. 
The whole civilized world will hold them responsible for its 
performance. In the meantime, the British Government must see 
a new motive to demand the fulfilment, to the very letter, of its 
slave-trade treaties with Spain, by which not only that iniquitous 
traffic, but slavery itself, will be abolished in the Spanish colonies. 





In another part of our columns will be found the first portion of 
a notice of Don Ramon de la Sagra’s recent work on Cuba, copied 
from the Algemeine Zeitung, a newspaper having a larger circulation 
than any other in Germany, and by some esteemed the leading 
journal of continental Europe. We forbear giving an opinion our- 
selves on the merit of De la Sagra’s History of Cuba, until we 
have had an opportunity of examining it. In the meantime, it 
affords us much pleasure to observe the just contempt and indig- 
nation with which our German contemporary regards the system of 
slavery. It is also satisfactory to find that De la Sagra has stated 
his conviction that slavery must be shortly abolished in Cuba. 
This is language which, however true it may be, few Spanish 
writers have hitherto had the courage to use; and we congratulate 
him that he has thus recorded his sentiments. 

We fully agree with the writer in the A/gemeine Zeitung, that 
no person is or can be properly qualified to judge respecting the 
results which have followed emancipation in the British colonies, 
who has not consulted the original documents published by authority 
of Parliament. We know, from an inspection of a portion of the 
‘* Precis de l’Abolition de l’esclavage dans les Colonies Anglaises,”’ 
and the work which followed it, entitled, ‘‘ Abolition de l’Esclavage 
dans les Colonies Anglaises,” published under the authority of the 
Department of Marine, how very imperfectly these volumes supply 
the place of those to which we have referred. We cannot, there- 
fore, but deeply regret that Don R. de la Sagra should, on such 
authorities, have expressed an unfavourable opinion of the present 
results and probable consequences of emancipation in the English 
colonies ; an opinion, however, which, with the German writer, we 
think the imperfect documents to which he has access do not 
warrant. 

It is perhaps only justice to Don R. de la Sagra to state, that the 
reason of his not having consulted the recent British Parliamentary 
Papers relative to the West Indies, arises from his probable unac- 
quaintance with the English language., 





Two events of some interest have recéntly occurred, both of 
which, as might be expected, have given rise to the comments both 
of the home and foreign press. The first is, that on “the 20th of 
~ February last, off Point Cutzas, Lieut. Mitchell of the United States 

ship, Vincennes, boarded an American built slaver, hoisting the 
Spanish flag, and appears not only to have examined the = 
papers, but also to have searched the vessel, and found her fully 
armed, and loaded with 550 slaves destined for the island of Cuba. 
The ship, though of New York build, was found to be bond fide 
Spanish property, and consequently, Lieut. Mitchell was compelled 
to allow her to proceed on her infamous voyage. ‘‘ To our poor 
thinking,” says the Herald, ‘‘the American Government is really 
responsible for the slavery of the 550 poor Africans, whom Lieut. 
Mitchell saw miserably and closely stowed away, and penned up 
like pigs crossing the Irish Channel between decks, in that 
‘ floating hell,’ {the Constantia. Had it not been for its obstinate 
refusal to join the rest of Christendom in Conventions for the sup- 
pression of this accursed traffic in our fellow creatures, the search 
that gallant officer so legally exercised, would have restored these 
wronged and helpless beings to liberty. That refusal is pregnant 
with terrible responsibility, which increasing the; African force of 
_ America to ten times its present strength cannot mitigate, for it is 
useless to station ships of war where they really have no power to 
suppress this infernal traffic. One thing is apparent, that Lieut. 
Mitchell must have exceeded his orders in the case of the Spanish 
slaver, or all the reasonings and reclamations of President Tyler and 
his ministers, both in the United States and this country, on the 
‘right of visit,’ go for nothing.” 

Another fact is the capture of a British merchant vessel, the 
St. Christopher, on an alleged charge of slave-trading, by the, 
French brig of war, the Vige. This took place about eighty 
miles south-east of Capes Mount and Mesurado. The St. Christo- 
pher had on board a number of Kroomen, and it was alleged, was 
going with them to Sierra Leone, when she fell in with the Vige, 
who seized her under the Treaties of 1831 and 1833. Our contem- 
porary thinks, that ‘‘not the shadow of moral guilt can attach to 
a voyage of so ordinary and legitimate a character,” as the St. 
Christopher was engaged in, ‘nor can the least stain of criminality 
be established against the vessel or the crew.” We shall be most 
happy to find this to be the case, when the vessel is tried before the 








Vice-Admiralty Court at Sierra Leone. In the meantime, we 
must express our conviction, that the Vige was ager 3 justified 
in seizing her. We have a strong impression that it be found 
on examination, that the St. Christopher, if not actually engaged 
in an illegal voyage, was evading the regulations laid down by 
Lord Stanley, relative to Emigration from the British Settlements 
in Africa to the West Indies. What if it should turn out, that she 
was conveying the Kroomen to Sierra Leone, with a view of their 
being transferred to one of the British Colonies ? 





BRAZIL. 


COMPARISON BETWEEN WHITE AND SLAVE LABOUR.—ADVANTAGES 
OF THE FORMER AND PERILS OF THE LATTER. 


We are happy to see that from time to time the policy of the 
continuance of the slave system is publicly discussed in this country, 
and that men are not wanting among the statesmen of Brazil who 
understand its evils in all their bearings, though, either from 
policy or timidity, they are not prepared to advocate with us its 
total and immediate abolition. We have an instance of this in a 
discourse of Senhor Costa Ferreira, delivered in the Chamber of 
Senators, Rio de Janeiro, on the 29th March, in reply to Senhor 
Vasconcellos, which we extract from the Jornal do Commercio of 
the 29th March :— 


The discussion of a measure of Governmental encouragement to a 
projected railway, between Rio de Janeiro and the province of San Paulo, 
having incidentally given rise to the important question of the com- 
parative value of free and slave labour, Sr. Ferreira observed, that the 
noble senator for Minas, (Sr. Vasconcellos,) in groaning over the evils 
which result from the want of African labourers to carry on the culti- 
vation, had put forth the erroneous opinion that the cultivation of 
Brazil must cease when African labour failed. This erroneous opinion 
he considered most prejudicial to the country, for if the proprietors of 
estates were of that mind, they would give large sums for imported 
negroes, and thus the contraband slave-trade, instead of dying away, 
would have a fresh impetus given to it, the enormous gains stimulating 
the cupidity of the trader to obtain his victims at all risks. 

The noble senator said he felt it a duty to combat such an erroneous 
view. He believed that the existence of slavery was an evil, that it 
rendered labour dishonourable, enervated all the powers of the mind, 
and put to sleep all human activity; and this opinion he shared with 
all who had ever treated on the subject. If he were establishing a new 
colony, he would not carry a single slave to it, and would entreat his. 
companions not to introduce them, pointing out to them the evils with. 
which such introduction must inevitably be fraught. Buty being in a 


country where slavery did actually exist, he would not abolish it ata 


blow : this he considered would be productive of serious injury to society 
in general, and even to the slaves themselves; he would seek to get 
rid of it by degrees by the adoption of wise and cautious measures. 

He then went into the history of the establishment of slavery in the: 
United States, and showed the melancholy results of its existence, by a 
comparison of the prosperity of the free and slave states of Ohio and. Ken- 
tucky—the high state of cultivation of the former, and the comparative 
barrenness of the latter, though situated on the bank of the same river, 
and on a par with respect to capabilities of soil, &c. He then dwelt on 
the baneful effects of slavery, in generating prejudice against colour, which 
remained as a lingering curse after slavery itself had been abolished, as 
was seen in the northern states of the American Union, where the free 
people of colour were still in many respects a proscribed race, and were ex- 
cluded by public opinion from the ballot-box, the schools, the places of 
public amusement and convenience, the churches,—except in places set 
apart for them—and even after their death were not permitted to mingle 
their dust with that of the whites. 


After adverting to the perils of the southern slave states, and the means. 


which had been adopted to avoid them, in the colonization Liberia scheme, 


Sr. Ferreira said, ‘‘so far from adopting the opinion of Sr. Vascon-- 


cellos, that if African labour fails, the cultivation of Brazil must cease, 
we ought to show that the country cultivated by slaves is never a happy 
one; that it only draws evils upon itself.’ 

The noble senator, who was frequently interrupted by Sr. Vasconcellos, 
who demurred to his conclusion-with res 
the free and slave states, concluded his speech by saying, that in spite of 
the enormous efforts of Great Britain, and the blockade which she main-. 
tained on the coast of Africa, the slave trade still continued, and would 
continue, as long as the proprietors in Brazil were of opinion, that Afri-. 
can labourers were absolutely necessary for the continuance of the culti-. 
vation. Such being their persuasion, they will encourage the importation. 
of slaves, and the contrabandists will bring them. What then is the duty 
of the government ? To combat this erroneous idea, by showing that there: 
are other means of making the cultivation flourish. 

We regret that space does not permit us to give the speech of 
Sr. Ferreira, which exhibited an intimate acquaintance with the 
subject, at length. So enlightened a man, we trust, will not long 
remain the advocate of a gradual emancipation of the slaves; but 
will feel it to be as politic as it is just to convert them at once into 
free labourers, and thus secure the object which he evidently has 
so much at heart. ‘ 





Literary Hotice. 


(From the Algemeine Zeitung.) 

Tue article of which we now give the first part, was published in 
the dlgemeine Zeitung of the 3rd and 4th of April last, under the 
title of ‘‘ Ramon de la Sagra on Emancipation in Cuba.” 

‘* London, March 20, 1843, 

“The well-known statistical writer respecting Cuba, Don Ramon de 

la Sagra, some weeks since published at Paris the first volume of a great 

work, under the title of ‘ Historia fisica, politica y natural de la Isla 
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he came to Paris, where, 
and enlarged his work. It con- 
tains a great mass of facts of various kinds, but is written in a pompous 
and diffuse style, which often covers a weak, and not always correct rea- 
soning, particularly when he treats of the great subject of slavery, the 
solution of which will decide the future fate of Cuba. The author is 
here in somewhat of a false position: he has on the one side the slave- 
holders of Cuba before him, on the other the opinion of the rest of the 
world. He is himself convinced that slavery approaches to its rapid 
termination, and the manner in which he treats the subject is interesting, 
situation as official statistician of Cuba. From it is 
seen, on the one side, how great is become the sensitiveness of the slave- 
holders, in consequence of the universal execration with which they are 
by the whole civilized world ; on the other, that they begin to 
doubt the legitimacy of the ‘ Institution,’ as they tenderly call it. The 
manner in which Ramon de la Sagra enters upon this subject affords a 
perfect illustration of the subject ; ‘We have,’ says he, ‘to occupy our- 
selves with a matter still more important, namely, to determine the 
influence which the compulsory condition of the labourer employed in 
the agriculture of Cuba has upon its results.’ One cannot see without 
pleasure this painful circumlocution in speaking of slavery, for it shows 
that at least the better portion of the inhabitants of Cuba are ashamed of 
it; and a barbarity which is so sunk in public opinion, that its name can- 
not be borne, cannot last long. ‘In the last century,’ he continues, 
*this consideration might have been a mere matter of curiosity, because 
then the principle of slavery was regarded as one which could not 
be touched, and all the defects of the system could be remedied 
by an increase of the hands employed in cultivation. But, since 
the efforts of a mighty state, supported by an almost universal public 
Opinion, have set about the annihilation of the slave-trade, all questions 
which concern labour derived from slave hands, have acquired great im- 
= I could not, therefore, in treating of the agriculture of Cuba, 
silent respecting the disadvantages which arise from the situation of the 
labourer, as I was also compelled to investigate thoroughly the influence 
which this state exercised upon the mortality and the number of births. 
The nature of my work, and the particular situation of the country that I 
describe, forced me to occupy myself with questions of great moment, in 
the investigation of which I would much rather not have been employed ; 
but my views are in this matter less directed to the present than the fu- 
ture, and I give therefore a large number of facts relating to the situation 
of the other. Antilles, and hope that my Cuban reader will in these find 
not only useful notices, but also a proof of my impartiality. I was 
obliged to collect the most recent documents which relate to the situation 
of the foreign colonies, from which I could not conclude that a future 
prosperity awaited them, as a consequence of the unavoidable change 
which has there taken place in the éondition of the labourer. The interest 
of this problem, which is acknowledged by those who fear to contemplate 
it, has determined me to speak of it at some length.’ 
‘¢ The Author divides the economical history of the island into four pe- 
riods, and thus characterizes the third :—‘ From the moment in which 
the freedom of trade in Cuba was declared, the population, agriculture, 
exports, consumption, and imports,of the island, have rapidly and steadily 
increased. The result of my investigations proves, that at present the agri- 
-eultural capital of the island amounts to 3150 million francs, which afford 
@ yearly income of 525 million francs ; the exports are 100 million francs, 
and the imports 125 million, which pay 35 million francs in duties, out 
‘of 56 millions the total revenue of the island. This revenue is not only 
sufficient for all the wants of the island, but leaves a surplus of 20 mil- 
lions to satisfy the demands of Spain.’ ‘ The fourth epoch of the history 
of Cuba belongs more to the future than the present ; but the reform 
which has more or less overtaken all the other Antilles, exercises already 
euch an influence on Cuba, that it may be said, that the island is at pre- 
sent engaged in taking the first steps in a career, the necessity of which 
is manifest, and which is forced upon it by circumstances.’ This reform 
is the abolition of slavery ; and the author next undertakes to judge of the 
results of this measure in the English colonies, and to warn Cuba against 
the faults which England has committed. 
- The observations which Don Ramon has made upon this event, are 
based upon the documents which the French Government has published 
woncerning the results of English emancipation, and which consist partly 
in extracts from the English official documents ; and partly of reports made 
by French naval officers, who have been stationed at the Antilles. It 
could scarcely have been imagined that a writer, who advances with such 
great pretensions, should not have made use of the original documents, if 
the French reports had not, as a whole, painted emancipation in unfa- 
vourable ‘colours; it cannot be said that they are inimical, and positively 
unjust, but altogether, the French marine and the colonial minister are 
not very favourable to emancipation. What other motive could the author 
have for not making use of the English papers relating to the subject ? 
They are perfectly accessible, and all parties have recorded in them their 
views, plans, and experience. The result is, with Ramon de la Sagra, a 
great mass of confused reasonings, which everywhere contradict them- 
es: for instance, he says, ‘ The recently emancipated population of 
the English Antilles stand upon a dangerous precipice, which may lead 
them into the abyss of the most complete immorality ; and there are al- 
ready symptoms that awaken uneasiness, sad forerunners of an evil that 
should have been foreseen. Especially is it beyond all doubt, that the 
means which have been tried to withdraw the negro from his old customs, 
to modify his original habits, and to wipe away the recollection of his 
African origin, already produce their effect. The new freemen regard it 
as below their dignity to their native languages, and to dance the 
noisy bambula, with they were accustomed, in former times, to 
‘the recollection of the pains of slavery. In this relinquishment of 
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would, therefore, have preferred Set PURE, Sraze Soi pee 
barbarous dialect,—that the one should speak Mandingo, and 
Congo or Bambara, and that they should continue their wild and 











manners we see no advance in civilization, but only vanity.’ | 
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drunken dances, with which, in the degradation of slavery, they sought to 
forget their sufferings amidst the noise of intemperance and a beastly dis- 
sipation! If the Cuban slave-holders have no other reproaches to make 
against English emancipation, they may follow the example without 


r. 
‘* T will, however, give the author a further opportunity of speaking, 
‘ Another consequence of this vanity shows itself in the efforts to possess 
luxuries of various kinds. The negroes have exchanged their former 
simple food for better provisions, they prefer to drink the spirituous 
wines of Europe, and champagne, which were formerly only seen on the 
table of the white, and their women are dressed now only in the less 
durable textures of the changing fashion.’ What is blameable in this, 
that the negro, when he can pay for it, eats better food than formerly, 
and that he is no longer satisfied with the herring or cod with which 
he was formerly fed by his master; or that he provides his wife with 
better clothing than the coarse stuff that they were compelled to wear 
as slaves? Some negroes have certainly in their ignorance and inex- 
perience of freedom at first taken into their head singular fancies, but 
Don Ramon himself affords the proof that this was not the case with 
the larger number, but that these laboured with great perseverance 
to secure their success and solid welfare, since he states the great num- 
ber of small tracts of land which the negroes have bought since the 
period of their freedom. This is so great that in Jamaica, from 1837 
to 1840, the number of the small landed proprietors, possessing less 
than 40 acres, has from 2,014 risen to 7,848, and, according to the latest 
reports, this operation is still on the increase. ‘In Antigua,’ he says 
himself, ‘ they have expended their savings in the purchase of small lots 
of land and in building houses; in Trinidad, during a short period, a 
large number of negroes have bought small parcels of land of from 
eight to twelve acres, and in Guiana (where they could not obtain single 
lots of land, because a great part of the land belongs to the Crown,) they 
associated together to buy large estates for their common benefit.’ It 
is very becoming in the slave-holders to accuse a system, which, in the 
course of three years, has produced such an improvement in the situ- 
ation of the English negro.” 
(To be continued.) 


Parliamentarp Entelligence, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS.—Thursday, May 19, 1843. 
SLAVE-TRADE. 

Mr. V. Smiru wished to ask a question of the right hon. baronet at 
the head of the Government relative to a subject about which the vene- 
rable Mr, Clarkson was much interested, and to which he had devoted 
his life, namely, the abolition of slavery. Lord Ashburton, in a letter to 
Mr. Webster in August last, stated that he pledged himself, on the ear- 
liest opportunity, to carry into effect the arrangements on this subject, 
entered into in the treaty of Washington. He wished to ask when 
measures would be taken for carrying those arrangements into execution ? 

Sir R. Pezr.—A biil is prepared, and will be introduced into the 
House of Lords without delay. 


Home Entelligenre. 


Meeting or West Inpta Puanters.—Tue Sucar Qvues- 
TION.—Yesterday a general meeting of the West India body, consisting 
of planters, merchants, and others, was held at the Committee rooms, 
St. James’s-street, Mr. Alexander Grant in the chair, for the p 
of receiving and considering a series of resolutions recommended by the 
standing committee for the re-construction of the West India body. 
Among the members present were Messrs. Bernal, M.P., R. Hampden, 
M.P., Sir G. Rose, M.P., Cavan, Cave, Burge, Milne, Hankey, Marry- 
atts, A. Grant, Beckford, J. Hilbert, J. Liggins, Erskine, Cruikshank, 
M‘Gregor, Vaughan, and the Hon. W. Fraser. 

The Secretary read the advertisement, and then the following noble- 
men and gentlemen were elected members of the Committee :—The Earl 
of Harewood, Sir John M‘Donald, Lord Holland, Lord Rivers, Sir 
Simon Clarke, Sir W. Codrington, Colonel D. Pennant, Dr. Barnet, 
Messrs. Fuller, M.P., Dickinson, Childe, Russel Ellis, Torrens, Ful- 
lerton, Dalrymple, A. Crichton, Swaby, Sutton, Cohen, Barclay, Leary, 
Lesigne, Maize, Milligan, W. W. Chancey, Garraway, Hislop, Stewart, 
Bosanquet, Natur, Anderson, and Davis. 

The Secretary then read a series of resolutions, to the effect that a 
standing Committee be held to represent the West India planters and mer- 
chants, with power to add to their number. The resolutions comprised 
also various matters of detail, of’ interest only to the parties. 

Mr. Cave, in moving these resolutions, said that he had long felt that 
the legislative and acting portion of the West India body, in the port of 
London, had not of late years filled that useful and satisfactory position 
which it formerly occupied, notwithstanding that, in its composition, it 
united many gentlemen of great wealth and influence, and even some 
whose names were remembered with fond gratitude for past services. It 
might be that they had wanted vigilance, narrowly to watch, to antici- 
pate, and to detect the insidious attacks with which their interests were 
threatened; and it might be that they wanted energy and boldness to 
carry out measures for repelling such attacks ; but he would tell them that 
they also wanted unanimity. (Hear, hear.) It would seem that since the 
great question of emancipation, this body had been feeble and powerless, 
and that we were only in the habit of looking at it through the recollec- 
tion of what it had been; but the film must be removed from the eyes of 
the West India body generally, for he perceived in the distance threatened 
measures, which, if carried out, would have the effect of depriving them 
of the small remaining portion of their property; he alluded to the admission 
of foreign sugar. (Hear.) A question than which, since the emanci 
none more vitally affecting the interests of their body had been brought 
forward. The West India interest wanted an active and energetic Sans, 
who would be united in taking immediate steps to defend themselves 
against these hostile attacks upon their property. These were the gr 
upon which he had the honour of proposing the adoption of the resolutions 
read by the secretary. 

Mr. Burce seconded the motion, and explained that the resolutions 
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out of the regulations of 182 which, as a check upon the improper 
conduct of a small section of the body, the acting committee could not 
communicate with her Majesty’s Government without the sanction of the 
standing committee—a resolution which occasioned considerable delay in 
cases of emergency. He conceived that sufficient security was afforded 
by the resolutions now proposed, giving the standing committee, upon 
being specially summoned for the purpose, power to control the proceed- 
ings of the acting committee, with reference to any communication they 
may make to her Majesty’s Government. These particulars formed the 
principal variation between the existing constitution, and that now pro- 


posed. 

A slight discussion took place upon these resolutions, and their adop- 
tion was ultimately agreed to. Thanks were voted to the Chairman, and 
the meeting adjourned. 

Mr. Extis.—Devonrort, May 26.—The Malabar, 74, Capt. 
Sir R. G. Sartorius, Knt., arrived in the Sound this morning from Rio 
de Janeiro, having on board the Hon. H. Ellis and suite, returned to 
this country from the special mission with which he was intrusted to 
the Brazilian court. They left Rio on the 3rd April. The Prince de 
Joinville arrived on the 27th March, and was well received. 





Colonial Intelligence. 


Trin1pav.—On Friday noon his excellency the Governor, Colo- 
nel Sir Henry George Macleod, returned from England, after an absence 
of eight months. His excellency landed at the Queen’s Wharf, where he 
was received by his excellency Lieut. Col. Chichester, the acting gover- 
nor, Lieut. Col. Fuller, the members of the legislative and town councils, 
and many of the respectable inhabitants. A guard of honour from the 
59th regiment was also on duty, which, with the contiguous battery of the 
sea-fort, saluted his excellency on landing.—Trinidad Standard, 3rd 
April. 

“ Tae Bonpace Orpinance”’ has at length been repealed, to the 
great chagrin of ‘‘ the Trinidad Planters,”’ says the Anti-Slavery Re- 
porter. Now, this horrible ordinance has afforded to the Anti-Slavery 
Reporter an article for almost every number of that paper published since 
the law in question was promulgated, whilst the poor belied planter had 
really no interest in its enactments, and never found out the value of the 
very extravagant power over his negro labourers which, according to the 
journal quoted, this ordinance conferred upon him. To the planter, 
therefore, but not to ourselves, it may be a question requiring some dis- 
crimination, to determine between himself or his enemy, which of the two 
will lose most by the abrogation of this very, very bad, and oppressive 
law.—Ibid. 

Crors.—We have received accounts from the interior of the 
island and other parts, by which the sugar-works are represented as be- 
ing in full activity, and returns of sugar made certain to exceed last year’s. 
The cocoa plantations, from the long continued reduction of that produce 
in price, have been neglected, and crops will by no means average last 
season’s. A slight rise in price has, however, taken place, consequent on 
demands in England, and expected smallness of the present crop, which 
gives reason to hope, that the cocoa growers may yet retrieve late losses. 
Some rain, which was much wanted, has fallen, greatly aiding the work of 
planting.—Trinidad Standard, 13th April. 








Barsapos.—Crime.— Extract from the late charge of the Chief 
Justice to the grand jury :—“‘ It is with great satisfaction I inform you, 
that the calendar of business which is about to be brought under your 
consideration, is smaller in number, and lighter in the nature of the of- 
fences it contains, than any which has occupied the attention of this court 
for some years.’’—Liberal, 5th April. 

Sr. Lucra.—The following changes, we understand, have been 
ordered by the officer administering the government, to take place in the 
districts of the special magistracy, to come into operation on the Ist of 
May next, with imperative injunctions to each magistrate to be located 
in his respective district. 

Mr. Bennett, from the 3rd to the Ist district. 
Mr. Laffitte, from the 5th to the 2nd district. 
Mr. Johnston, from the 2nd to the 3rd district. 
Mr. Drysdale, from the Ist to the 4th district. 
Mr. Brossard, from the 4th to the 5th district. 

Mr. Bennett, as special magistrate of the Ist district, to be inspector 
of the Royal Gaol, Castries. 

We also understand, that it is the intention of the officer administering 
the government to make a personal visit of inspection to the different 
districts of the island, previous to the lst May.—St. Lucia Independent, 
April 5. 


British Guiana.—This colony has been thrown into a great 
state of excitement by the defalcations of the Clerk of Police; who, it 
ap has embezzled, from the fund arising from fines, the sum of 
1,200 dollars. He is committed for trial, and the General Inspector of 
Police dismissed. In addition to this, and it is a matter of far higher 
importance, the Governor has exposed to the public view the manner in 
which the trusts connected with the property of deceased persons has been 
administered in that colony. The return of these trusts now published 
comprehends a period of about twenty-one years, ending in March last, 
and embraces 292 trusts, the aggregate of which forms an immense sum 
of money which has been diverted away from its rightful possessors, wi- 
dows, orphans, and others, residing both in the colony and in Europe. 
So thorough an exposure of villany could scarcely have been conceived, 
and proves most conclusively how fearfully the morals of a community, 
reared in the atmosphere of slavery, become debased, ‘so that the com- 
monest principles of honesty not to say of humanity are entirely lost 
sight of. Of course a remedy will be promptly applied.— Guiana Times, 
April 14. 
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Foreign Entelligence. 

France.—Svucar Durres.—After nine days’ discussion the 
French Chambers decided against the proposition of the Government 
to abolish the manufacture of beet-root nd indemnify the manu- 
facturers. Besides the’ amendment of M. de Beaumont on the 3rd 
article, and the p of M. Jollivet to abolish certain distinctions 
of quality, there were before the Chamber :— 

1. The Government proposal to abolish the manufacture of beet-sugar 
and indemnify the manufacturers. 

2. The proposal of the committee to subject beet-sugar to an excise 
duty, increasing (within certain limits,) as the quantity produced in- 
creased, and diminishing as it diminished. : 

3. The plan of Messieurs Passy,; Dumon, and Muret de Bord, to 
equalize the duties on beet and colonial sugars, by a progressive approxi- 
mation distributed over five years. , 

4, The plan of M. Garnier Pagés, which proposed the equalization 
of the duties gradually upon a different scale, terminating in 1846. 

5. The plan of M. Mauguin to equalize the duties immediately. 

After a lively discussion, it was resolved that the Government measure 
should be the last put to the vote, and the measure of the committee last 
but one; that the amendment of M. Mauguin should first be voted apon ; 
next that of M. Garnier Pagés ; and lastly that of Messieurs Passy, Du- 
mon, and Muret de Bord. 

M. Mauguin was absent. The President read his amendment,—*“‘ That 
from and after the 1st of July, 1843, all French sugars, whatever their 
quality and origin, shall be liable to a duty of 25 francs per 100. kilo- 
grammes.’’ Nobody supporting this amendment, it fell to the ground. 

M. Garnier Pagés proposed his amendment in effect as follows :— 

“ Art. 1. The tariff on sugars imported from the French colonies shall 
be regulated as follows :— 

Raw and inferior sugars :— per 100 kil. 

From the Ist July, 1843, to the 1st July, 1844: Bourbon .. 36 francs. 

* America .. 40 

From the Ist July, 1844, to the lst July, 1845: Bourbon .. 33 

America .. 35 
From the Ist July, 1845, to the Ist July, 1846: Bourbon .. 30 
America .. 30 


“‘ Art. 2. From and after the Ist of July, 1846, the excise duty on 
domestic sugars shall be as follows:—Sugars of all classes, 30 francs 
per 100 kilogrammes.”’ 

M. Garnier Pagés confined himself, in supporting his amendment, to 
an attack upon the principle of supporting beet-sugar with indemnity. 
The indemnity offered was illusory. In suppressing beet-sugar they 
would destroy, not only the forty millions the manufacture was at this 
moment worth, but also the capital sunk in it from the beginning. 

The Chamber clamoured for a vote, and the amendment was negatived 
by a great majority. M. Larochejaquelin and some members of the 
extreme right voted for it with the extreme left. 

M. Passy’s amendment was next in order. Its tenor was as follows :— 

“ Art. 1. The excise duty imposed by the law of July 18, 1837, on 
home-grown sugar, shall be raised gradually to the rate imposed on 
American colonial . ; 

‘« For this purpose four additional francs shall be imposed on 
sugars during each of the next four years.”’ 

M. Hippolite Passy intimated that his amendment embraced the views 
entertained by the minority of the committee. They objected to the 
ministerial measure, because they did not believe that Government had the 
right to suppress one branch of industry for the benefit of another, and 
because they were opposed to the principle of indemnity. It was unwise 
to assume that the beet could not, by scientific improvoments, be ren- 
dered more productive of sugar. Thespeaker denied that it was desirable 
to extend their navigation. The progress of steam rendered mechanics 
more desirable than sailors. Brazil had been mentioned : in that market 
they could never compete with England. In France they did not manu- 
facture low qualities of cloth at low prices. He was told the increased 
duty would destroy home-made sugar; they had been told that whenever 
it was proposed to tax the manufacture, it had been taxed nevertheless, 
and had survived. He proposed to increase the duty by instalments, be- 
cause he was opposed to violent changes. 

After a considerable debate, in which MM. Du Morny and Duchatel, 
Minister of the Interior, spoke against M. Passy’s amendment, and MM. 
Muret de Bord and Dumon in favour, the first paragraph of M. Passy’s 
amendment was put by the President. ‘Nearly a half of the deputies rose 
in all parts of the house to affirm it; the ministers who have seats, with 
an apparently equal number, rose to negative it. Messrs. Thiers, Odilon 
Barrot, and Laffitte, with a few more, remained neutral. The question 
was put again: M. Thiers and some others declared for the amendment. 
The result appeared doubtful. At last the President declared the first 
part of the amendment carried, and the intimation produced a 
sensation in the Chamber. The deputies quitted their places and 
into knots ; some to consult ministers, others the members of committee. 
The sitting was suspended for a quarter of an hour. On the resumption 
of business ;. 

The second part of M. Passy’s amendment was put to the vote and 
carried, with some verbal alterations, and a change of the term of five 
years, over which the augmentation of duty was to be spread, to three. 

The President intimated that, in consequence of the amendment hav- 
ing been carried, the ministerial measure fell to the ground: the articles 
1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 12, and 13, of the committee’s measure were also virtually 
rejected, but the remaining articles were still to be disposed of. 

The Minister of Finance intimated that it was desirable the Govern- 
ment should have time to consult the committee, and moved an adjourn- 


, ment, which was agreed to. 


On the re-assembling of the Chamber, M. Gauthier de Rumilly 
announced that the committee, in concert with the Government, had re- 
duced to two the numerous classes of . 

M. Jollivet proposed that there aon celty be one class, and ‘appealed 
to the example of England. 

The Minister of Finance pointed out that this would be a disadvantage 
to the colonies; and the two classes were retained. 
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The duty on “‘ glucose,” a kind of syrup prepared from potatoes, pro- 
posed by the committee, was carried after a slight opposition. 

M. de Beaumont proposed the establishment of bonded -warehouses, in 
which all sugar of domestic manufacture should be deposited before being 
delivered for consumption. 

The Minister of Finance was not unfavourable to the proposal; but 
saw difficulties in the way. He requested M. de Beaumont to withdraw 
his motion for the present, who complied. 

The President then proceeded to take the ballot on the whole law as 
amended, There appeared :— 

Number of voters........s.ceeesecseesees 383 
Absolute majority ........cccececeeeseeess 192 
WO WEED cc cv ct ceveecviesccccccecsees 206 
SIE ayo Sop peid.be 00a sis vinycc'n0. oh ov, 1500 

The announcement of the majority excited a great sensation in the 
Chamber. 

Brazit.—By the arrival of a mail from Rio de Janeiro this 
morning, by her Majesty’s ship Malabar, Captain Sartorius, the infor- 
mation we were the first to announce, some time ago, that. a special 
commission was contemplated to this country, in consequence: of the 
negotiations commenced by Mr. Ellis not having been brought toa 
successful issue, is confirmed, it being stated in the Jornal do Com- 
mercio, of the 28th March, that his Excellency José de Aranjo Ribeiro 
had been charged with a special mission to the Court of St. James’s, 
M. Ribeiro was some years since Brazilian envoy in London, and is at 
present representing his Imperial Majesty at the Court of the Tuileries. 

Mr. Ellis had his audience of leave on the 25th March, when he 
addressed the Emperor as follows :—‘‘ Sire,—It is with the utmost 
regret that I have to request permission -to take my leave of your Im- 
perial Majesty. The mission which my august Sovereign was pleased 
to charge me with has not had the desired result at the present moment, 
but I confidently expect that the result'of the negotiations about to be 
recommenced will be the conclusion of a treaty of commerce between 
the two countries, whose foundations shall be laid on a system of reci- 
procity that may prove mutually advantageous and render it permanent. 
So far as I am personally concerned, sire, I beseech your Imperial Ma- 

jesty to allow me to present your Imperial Majesty with my sincere 
acknowledgments for all the favours your Majesty has been pleased to 
honour me with; I shall always pray for the felicity of your Majesty 
and the imperial family, imploring Providence to prolong your Majesty’s 
gracious life, so requisite for the welfare and prosperity of the Brazilian 
nation.” 

To which his Imperial Majesty most graciously replied, 

‘You may assure my beloved sister, that I entertain the most 
anxious desire to preserve entire the bonds of friendship by which we 

are already united.’”’—Morning Chronicle, May 29. 








Cuna.—Stave Revort.—The Journal du Havre contains the 
following account of the late revolt in the island of Cuba, of whjch only 
very slight details have been given in the Madrid journals :—‘‘ On the 
ight of March 27, about 400 negroes, belonging to the several sugar 
lantations in the Bembo district, rose to execute a plan which they 

conceived of killing their masters and burning their habitations. The 
slaughter was commenced in the Penalvés plantations, at 1 o’clock in 
the morning, by the murder of three persons, viz., the English engineer 
and his two assistants. It was the moment of relieving the watchmen, 
and the alarm being given, the great bulk of the persons employed got 
safe off. The i ts immediately made for the Louisa plantation, 
where they expected to be joined by other slaves; but the alarm had 
been given there also, and only three persons perished. Thence they 
advanced in military order, clad in their holiday clothes, with colours 
flying, and holding leathern shields to keep off the balls. Thus they 
proceeded to the Aquilar property, all the inhabitants of which were 
proscribed. They were saved by the presence of mind of a faithful 
negress, who came out and persuaded the insurgents that they would 
lose their time in going further, as her master had fied. They then 
turned aside, and dispersed themselves through the surrounding country, 
pillaging and burning all the plantations. As soon as the first burst 
of terror had passed over, the inhabitants, who had fled, armed such of 
their negroes as had remained faithful, and repaired in small troops 
towards Bembo, where in a short time about 150 men were assembled. 
The insurgents soon came to the place, singing songs of triumph, and 
when they had advanced tolerably close to the village, the whites, al- 
though imperfectly armed, charged them. The insurgents resisted the 
shock, and in their turn making a dash forced the whites to retreat. 
The latter again attacked, but were repulsed with loss. The insurgents 
then obtained possession of the village, and set fire to some of the houses. 
The whites, ashamed of such a termination to their attack, determined 
to try another charge; and this time they held together so firmly, that 
the slaves were at first shaken, and finally routed. They fled in every 
direction, leaving 50 dead. This advantage was decisive, for in a few 
hours the insurgents had lost all appearance of organization, and the 


day was spent in hunting them down. The next day everything ap- | 


peared at an end, when intelligence was brought that 150 negroes from 
the Cardenas railroad were advancing, spreading fire and destruction on 
their passage. They were easily dispersed, and 63 of them killed. 
After these defeats, the wood and sugar-cane fields were filled with 
fugitive negroes, against. whom an active pursuit was instituted. By a 
strange calculation, the inhabitants endeavoured to screen them as much 
as possible from the search that was made, offering them an asylum and 
pardon. Tranquillity was soon restored in the Bembo district, but new 
insurrections were spoken of in the direction of Manriquez, where a 
number of the fugitives had collected. The Governor of Matanzas went 
there with a detachment of dragoons. Out of 550 negroes engaged in 
the revolt, 150 or 200 were either killed or put an end to themselves in 
the woods. About 100 more were made prisoners.”’ 


Sanpwicn Istanps.—Liverpool, May 28.—The Sandwich 
Islands were ceded to the British crown on the 25th February, and were 
ne a of by Lord George Paulet, of her Majesty’s ship Carys- 
4 next e r ‘ 








‘ Nearly two hundred tons of sugar, manufactured at the Sandwich 
Islands, arrived at this port, (New York,) last week, and the quality is 
said to be very fair. Also a quantity of molasses, nut oil, and other 
products of the industry of the people of those islands. It has been found 
that they can manufacture sugar at a much cheaper rate than the West 
India planter.— Morning Chronicle, 29th May. 


Danisu Cotonies.—The Rev. Dr. McElroy, of New York, who 
has been spending the winter season in Santa Cruz, has written to the 
Secretary of the American Bible Society, that the Government of the 
Island has enacted a law that all slaves shall be sent to school for four 
years beginning with their fifth year. To meet the spiritual wants of these 
schools, and of several large adult Sabbath schools connected with them, 
Dr. McElroy has requested that the American Bible Society send out 
five hundred Bibles, and one thousand Testaments, promising himself to 
see to their distribution among those who greatly need and will make use 
of them.—Zmancipator (U. 8.) May 4. 








Texas.—Important Prosects.—The New Orleans Bee says, 
that from authentic sources, the editors learn that the gloomy condition 
of Texas has given rise to various projects, in that Territory. It is pro- 
posed to convert it into a free State, to abolish slavery, open the country 
to immigrants, and thereby secure the aid of Northern and English cap- 
italists. The Bee condemns such projects in unmeasured terms, and 
says—‘‘ From the tone of the administration press, it is apprehended that 
President Houston favours this or some other.germane policy. There 
are English emissaries in the country, propagating incendiary doctrines, 
whether with the connivance of the British Government or not is unknown. 
But such has been the progress of treason that the most revolting and 
servile policies are discussed with a freedom and confidence that might 
well excite the alarm of the well disposed and patriotic portion of the 
citizens.’’—New York Sun, 

We have known for several years, that many of the principal land- 
holders in Texas were dissatisfied with the admission of slavery, because 
it tends to kéep down the price of land, and prevents the immigration of 
free settlers. Ifthe British Government have as much ingenuity and effi- 
ciency as they ought, this scheme can now be carried. No time ought to 
be lost, for the slavery party in this country and in Texas, will move 
heaven and earth, if possible, to effect the annexation by Congress at 
the next session.—Emancipator, (U. S.) May 11. 


DONATIONS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Tue following contributions have been received during the past 
month, and are hereby gratefully acknowledged :— 








Donations. Subs. 
Thornton, (York,) Priestman, Joshua.......... 10 0 
Priestman, Joshua, jun .. 2. .0cccessesceee 100 





TONE BRINGS ac oc ook. cnccscincccccs 8 O 0 
Leamington, Wauchope, Mrs. (Collecting-box).. 110 0 
Preston, (Rutland,) Parker, T.G.............. 
North Shields, Bramwell, William ............ 0 5 0O 
Brown, William .............. (two years 
Brown, William, jun.............(ditto).. ———-_ 2 2 
Dixon, E. .... 0 
Fawens, Margaret ............. (two years) 
Laing, Joseph.s.cccccicvescccesccsesssce 0 
Leitch, William..... WSs Se wets Cow ee wee ee te 
0 
0 
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Mease, Solomon... .... seeesececccccccece 
Ogilvie, Joseph ............... (two years) 
PUR, MOUNE n 0.0005 04 cote cces coca neeess 
Pow, Robert ................. (two years) 
Proctor, Joseph .........2.00+++- (ditto)... 
Proctor, J. R..... 200520002000. (ditto)... ———— 
POU, Dy cece sete cuccssesssareisams @ §& 
Richardson, Mary ............. (two years) 
SN, BNE dg bin da oa wh ve ue ctu as ee ts 
Watson, James................ (two years) 
Watson, Michael................ (ditto).. 
Young, Mary~...............0.. (ditto)... 
Emsworth, (Hants,) Shean, Henry ............ 
Carlile, Sutton, Lydia ......0.000.0cscecccecs 
Camphill, (Staff.,) Wedgwood, Sarah .......... 
Staines, Ashby, Thomas ....... 0.002. ceeeeees 
Fe ee re ee 
BOE, ST i 5 oes wis vino Sain 5% ples ens 
BE, BICIMEI nn on 66 sinned i.e 4a’ 6s geen sie 
Wellington, Fox, Sarah............ 
TOUINNE, FON TRUIOEL 65 v5 boon ce ce secs gate 
Stroud, Wyatt, Henry... 56.65. cc ce cies cece 
cg EOE LLC COTE ETO EES 
Chelmsford, Knight, Paul...... 
Wednesbury, Negro Friend Society............ 
SONI, MIME, 5.5 Es ak 6k verre ce des eva 
RU BUND on Ss 05 00h nes eaned 
Allen, John .... 
Allen, Frances .. ier awas 
FAPOWG, We URI 5: 00k 0's ohne 20k% vc cenecc 
THOU, Mary 6 oicc vccsescese ce 
PRN, TORINO v5. « <00.56 bin nv sthe'nn ee xs 
MGT: POMOOE 4.5.64 00-0 bnduk veub kn adios 
WO MU. 5 ein 6 Wun Uthan oe bees abus 
OE ii bo ba no v0.55 54 04db 05 can 
es EN iw xd 0 oes 060 n ae 0K bk 0m 
We MON 5 ab 0b 00 0:8 bs bs 66 OREO OS co 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, Ladies’ Negro Emancipation 
Society ....sseccsscsresessccecesseee 8 O O 
LS 
Printed by Witt1am TyLer and Cuarwes REED, of No. 5, Bolt Court, in the 
Parish of St. Dunstan, and City of London: and Published by LANcELoT WILDE, 
’ of 13, Catherine-street, Strand, in the Parish of St. Mary-le-Strand, and City of 


‘Westminster, at 13, Catherine-street, Strand, as aforesaid. Sold by W. EveRrstt, 
6, Finch-lane, Cornhill. May 3ist, 1843. 
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